
Welcome, TVA Staff



catalog.archives.gov



National Archives Catalog
● Online portal to records and information about our records
● Provides access to electronic records and digitized copies
● Searches across multiple resources at once
● Contains 110 million digital objects
● Encourages crowdsourcing and citizen engagement through

tagging, transcription and commenting

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/3493244

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/3493244


7403517

Crowdsourcing

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7403517


What is crowdsourcing?
● Capturing the knowledge of citizens
● Adding value to records
● Improving access to records
● Improving searchability
● Tagging, transcriptions, and comments in the Catalog



Why do we engage?

535579

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/535579


Citizen Contributions

• Make Access Happen – Expand 
access through higher quality 
information

• Connect with Customers – Use 
engagement to develop a 
community with anyone interested 
in our records

• Engage students with primary 
sources



Why do we engage?
● Engage people with history and primary sources
● Make records more accessible
● Increase the visibility and value of archives
● Develop or deepen personal connections with documents
● Share first hand knowledge of records to preserve cultural heritage
● Empowering participation and contribution to the mission of the National Archives



Why do we need your help?



Through crowdsourcing, you help us -

● Add value to records
● Improve access to records
● Improve searchability

...And unlock history!



Citizen Archivist Dashboard

https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/missions/work-from-home

https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/missions/work-from-home


https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/missions/work-from-home

https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/missions/work-from-home






Let’s Dive in!
75857021

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/75857021


Register for a Catalog account:



Already registered? Login:



Choose Your Mission

https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/missions

https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/missions


Choose a Record



Choose a Page





View/Add Contributions



Transcribe















[Telegram form]
WESTERN UNION
Received at 427 So. LaSalle St., Chicago, Ill. Wabash 4321
DLD352TE 79 NL
CK CHICAGO ILL DEC 2 1931
GEORGE E Q JOHNSON
U S DISTRICT ATTORNEY FEDERAL BLDG CHICAGO ILL
WISH TO INFORM YOU THAT AL CAPONE IS USING THE 
COUNTY JAIL FOR HIS LIQUOR BUSINESS AND TRANSACTS 
FROM THERE POSSIBLY AS MUCH IF NOT MORE THAN HE 
USED TO AT HIS OLD HEADQUARTERS AT THE LEXINGTON 
HOTEL HIS VISITORS SEEM TO BE COMING ALL DAY LONG 
AS WELL AS IN THE EVENING I AM EMPLOYED AT THIS 
BRANCH OF SERVICE AND CAN NOT UNDERSTAND WHY 
EVERY PRIVILEGE IS EXTENDED TO HIM AND NONE TO THE 
OTHERS PLEASE INVESTIGATE
A
850P  
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY CHICAGO [Round purple stamp] 











You can also add tags here:





Common problem





What do I do if the NAIDs don’t match?

● Refresh/reload the page
● Advance to the next record and click back to the record
● Try something else and come back to it

In the end if you can't work on a particular page, no worries!  We have millions of pages 
to work on - just select another and resume contributing.



How do I report an error?

Email catalog@nara.gov

Please include the following information:
● The email associated with the account
● When the problem happened
● The error message you received
● The URL of the page you were working on

http://nara.gov


Questions?

via Giphy

http://gph.is/2bCkEjR

